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Who should participate?

The regulations on State Aid for SGEI 
concerns in particular:

• State Aid Monitoring Offices in the 
Member States

• National Ministries and Agencies involved 
in the regulation and provision of public 
services, such as: Ministries for:

o Social Affairs
o Health
o Transport
o Infrastructure
o Telecommunication
o Economy and Energy

• Regional and Communal Governments 
and City Councils concerned with the 
provision of social services, health care, 
public transportation, energy and water 
supply, waste management and of other 
public services

• Companies providing public services both 
on national and local level

• Lawyers and consultants specialised in 
public affairs

Overview
The link between State Aid Law and the provision of
SGEI causes uncertainty among public authorities as
they face a conflict of interests: On the one hand, public
bodies are obligated to guarantee the supply of public
services. On the other hand the providers of SGEI may
not be overcompensated and competition may not be
distorted. Furthermore, each Member State has the
discretion to define which services fall under the SGEI,
so the same service can be qualified in different way.

Learn when the compensation for SGEI constitutes State
aid and get advice from experts from the European
Commission, other Member States and leading law
offices.

This course is eligible for Professional 
Certificate on EU State Aid Law.
Methodology

The participants will be actively involved in the training.
The sessions will combine presentations, case studies
and discussion on practical problems. You will have
ample opportunities to present your own problematic
issues and discuss them with the speakers and
participants from other Member States.

Just send to us your cases and questions in advance! We
will forward them to our speakers, who will include your
issues in the programme and answer them during the
training. All information concerning such problems and
cases will be treated confidentially.
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General Information
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Programme Day 1

Chair of the Training :

Phedon Nicolaides, 

Professor at the University of Maastricht; Visiting 

Professor at the College of Europe and Academic 

Director at Lexxion Training

09:00 Registration & welcome coffee

09:30 Provisions on SGEI in the TFEU

• What is a service of general economic 
interest and how it may differ from a 
service of general interest?

• Main characteristics of an SGEI
• The extent of the discretion of Member 

States and how to avoid errors in defining 
SGEI

Phedon Nicolaides
Professor at Maastricht University; Visiting Professor 
at the College of Europe, and Academic Director at 
Lexxion Training

10:15 Recent Developments on SGEI in the Case Law

• Economic activity and the BUPA case
• Scope of discretion of a Member State
• Manifest error
• Meaning of Art. 106

Phedon Nicolaides
Professor at Maastricht University; Visiting Professor 
at the College of Europe, and Academic Director at 
Lexxion Training

11:15 Coffee break & networking

11:45 The SGEI Communication & Altmark Criteria

• Guidance on whether support constitutes 
state aid

• General elements of the notion of aid: 
undertaking, state resources, effect on 
trade

• The four Altmark conditions: Entrustment 
act, parameters of compensation, no 
overcompensation, efficiency

Alberto Di Majo
Case Handler, DG Competition, European 
Commission, Brussels

12:30 Lunch Break

13:30 The SGEI de minimis Regulation

• Basic principles and formalities
• De minimis and other rules

Alberto Di Majo
Case Handler, DG Competition, European 
Commission, Brussels

13:50 The SGEI Decision

• Scope, formalities and information 
requirements

• Rules for compensation (revenues, costs, 
profit)

Alberto Di Majo
Case Handler, DG Competition, European 
Commission, Brussels

14:15 Coffee break

14:35 The SGEI Framework

• Rules for compensation and efficiency 
incentives

• In-depth assessment

Alberto Di Majo
Case Handler, DG Competition, European 
Commission, Brussels

15:15 Coffee break

15:30 Critical issues in the Designing of 
Altmark-compliant Measures

Péter Staviczky
State Aid Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Hungary to the EU, Brussels

16:30 Public Funding of Hospitals

Péter Staviczky

17:15 Social Services (Social Housing, insurance, and 
other services)

Péter Staviczky

18:00 Discussion on the important lessons to be 
drawn from the day’s proceedings

18:15 End of Day 1
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Programme Day 2

10:00 Welcome Coffee

10:30 SGEI and Postal Services

• How to set the universal service targets for 
the Post

• How to calculate the public service 
compensation

• Case study: the Royal Post (UK)

Alessandra Franchi
Case Handler, DDG O3. State aid Policy and 
Case Support, DG Competition, European 
Commission, Brussels

11:15 Case study: Poland – SGEI contract provisions 
and their impact over the compensation

Joanna Fornalczyk
Partner, Comper, Comper Fornalczyk i 
Wspólnicy sp.j., Łódź

12:30 Lunch break

13:15 Practical Challenges in Funding SGEI cont. How 
to avoid Overcompensation? 

• How to define parameters of compensation
• How to develop a formula for calculationg

the compensation
• How to calculate the amount of necessary 

compensation and the maximum allowable 
compensation

Benjamin Linke
Senior Legal Counsel, Legal Department, 
Deutsche Bahn, Frankfurt, Germany

14:30 Coffee break & networking

14:45 How to Define the Market Gap and Justify 
Imposition of a Public Service Obligation

• SGEI definition in relation to what the 
market does not supply

• The importance of a correct SGEI/PSO 
definition

• Under which conditions is compensation 
necessary

• Identifying eligible costs
• Permissible amount of compensation
• Preventing over-compensation and cross-

subsidisation

Phedon Nicolaides
Professor at Maastricht University; Visiting Professor 
at the College of Europe, and Academic Director at 
Lexxion Training

16:15 Discussion on lessons to be drawn from the 
training and typical mistakes to avoid

16:30 End of the training and distribution of 
certificates

Just send us your cases and questions in
advance!

We will forward them to our speakers, who
will include your issues in the programme and
answer them during the workshop. All
information concerning your questions and
cases will be treated confidentially. As the
number of participants is limited, participants
will benefit from a maximum of exchange and
discussion of their individual questions.
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For more information on any of our events please visit: www.lexxion.eu

Venue
Maastricht University – Campus Brussels
Avenue de Tervueren, 153
Brussels, Belgium
Phone +31 433 884 383
campusbrussels@maastrichtuniversity.nl 

Participation fee
□ YES, I would like to participate for the reduced fee for public 

authorities EUR 1.240*  (excl. VAT).

□ YES, I would like to participate for the regular fee of
EUR 1.640* (excl. VAT).

□ YES, I am European State Aid Law Quarterly –
EStAL-subscriber (EUR 100 discount if applicable).

* The Belgian VAT of 21% will be added.
The participation fees include the material, drinks and snacks 
during the breaks and lunch. 

Newsletter subscription
□ Please send me information about State Aid issues for free. 

I may unsubscribe from this service any  time.

Cancellations
Cancellations should be made in writing per post or fax. Please note that the
full fee will be charged for cancellations received after 11 February 2020
inclluded illness or impediment which prevents her or him from fulfilling her
or his duties). Nomination of a substitute remains possible. A cancellation
arising by reason of too small a number of participants is effected no later
than two weeks prior to the seminar. In this case the participation fee will be
refunded. A requirement for reimbursement of travel and accommodation
expenses as well as loss of working hours is not possible, unless such costs
result from wantonly negligent or deliberate behaviour on the part of the
organiser. For more detailed information, scope and conduct of contract as
well as cancellation policy, please check the Terms & Conditions on our

website.
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Registration

Please register with:

Zrinka Mozara
Lexxion Publisher
Güntzelstr. 63 | 10717 Berlin, Germany
Phone: +49 (0)30-81 45 06-15
Fax: +49 (0)30-81 45 06-22
E-mail: mozara@lexxion.eu
online: www.lexxion.eu/events

__________________________________________________
Name 

__________________________________________________
Position, Department

__________________________________________________
Company Name

__________________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________________
Phone, Fax

__________________________________________________
E-Mail     

__________________________________________________
VAT Reg.-No.

__________________________________________________
Date, Signature



Professional Certificate 
on European State Aid Law

Module 1: Standard Course on the Concepts of State Aid
Our standard courses will give you a comprehensive overview of the essential State aid 
regulations and provide you with a practical 'toolbox' for assessment of State aid and 
design of public measures compatible with the internal market. 

These courses are eligible under module 1:
27. – 28.02.2020 Fundamentals of State Aid Law | Amsterdam
22. – 24.04.2020 Spring Course: Concept & Principles of State Aid | Athens 
22. – 25.09.2020 Summer Course: State Aid – Concept, Principles,    
   Exemptions & Guidelines | Lake Como

Module 2: Master Class 'State Aid Uncovered'
The Master Class is intended for officials with previous experience in State 
aid. The aim of the Master Class is, first, to examine recent developments 
in the case law, presupposing that participants are already familiar with 
basic concepts, and, second, to identify solutions to problems brought by 
participants themselves.

These courses are eligible under module 2:
30.06. – 01.07.2020 Summer Master Class – 'State Aid Uncovered' 
   with Prof. Dr. Phedon Nicolaides | Florence
01. – 02.12.2020 Winter Master Class - 'State Aid Uncovered' 
   with Prof. Dr. Phedon Nicolaides | Krako

The Professional Certificate on EU State Aid Law will be awarded by Maastricht University
and Lexxion Publisher and will be assessed on the basis of academic quality and competence.

Why a Professional Certificate in EU State Aid Law?
An objective of the EU’s 2020 policy is the encouragement of life-long learning as a tool of 
continually adjusting and improving personal skills. EU law and policies evolve in response to 
changing market conditions, technologies and Member State needs. As the process towards 
life-long learning intensifies, so will be the need for public officials and other professionals to 
confirm that they acquire essential new knowledge and skills while they remain in employment. 

To be awarded the Professional Certificate on European State Aid Law you need to 
successfully complete the following three modules within a two-year period:

The Master Class is intended for officials with previous experience in State 

YEARS



YEARS

Module 3: One Specialist or Sectoral Seminar of Your Choice
The sectoral seminars focus on one of the following issues or areas: agriculture, 
transport, structural funds, financial instruments, environment and energy, services 
of general economic interest, fiscal aid and evaluation of State aid. Seminars on other 
specialized issues are also organised from time to time.

These courses are eligible under module 3. 
12. – 13. 03.2020 State Aid Procedures – The Legal Obligations and Rights of the  
   Parties Involved |  Brussels
21. – 22.04.202 State Aid for Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Areas | Brussel
12. – 13.05.2020 State Aid for Research, Development and Innovation Projects |  
   Brussels
09. – 10.06.2020 State Aid Assessment and Evaluation | Brussels
01. – 02.10.2020 State Aid for Energy and Environment | Brussels
06. – 07.10.2020 Interactive Practical Course on State Aid in ESIF Programme 
   and Project Management | Vienna
10. – 12.11.2020 State Aid for Tax Measures | Brussels

Fees:
1. The normal participation fee for each of the professional seminars by Lexxion 
2. An administrative fee of 1000,– EUR to cover the thesis supervision and 
    assessment and documentation costs (excl. VAT)

Submission of a Thesis to Maastricht University
A thesis of 10,000 words will have to be submitted to Maastricht University. The 
topic will have to be approved by Professor Phedon Nicolaides, who will also read 
and evaluate the thesis. Candidates will be encouraged to focus their theses on 
actual national issues, problems or challenges and propose possible solutions.

For more information, please contact:

Dr. Zrinka Mozara  

+49 (0)30-81 45 06 15
mozara@lexxion.eu
www.lexxion.eu


