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EUROPEAN STATE AID LAW
INSTITUTE

EStALI Seminar

18-20 September 2025 | Paris

As Europe intensifies its pursuit of digital sovereignty, the 2025
EStALl Seminar will focus on the crucial role of EU State aid
rules in supporting strategic autonomy across key technology
< Leo Flynn sectors. This year’s event brings together legal experts,
policymakers, and practitioners to examine how public support
mechanisms, particularly Important Projects of Common
European Interest (IPCEls), are shaping the EU’s approach to
semiconductors, cloud computing, and artificial intelligence.

Experts

Principal Legal Adviser, Legal
Service, European Commission

+*Dr. Max Lienemeyer LL.M
Head of Unit, DG
Competition/H3, European Following topics are on the agenda:

Commission
EU State Aid Framework and Strategic Autonomy

IPCEls — Concept and Legal Framework
Semiconductors and the European Chips Act
Cloud Computing Initiatives

Al and EU State Aid

Future Directions and Policy Recommendations

+*Dr. Eliana Garces

Principal Economist, ALP
Economics
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EStALI Seminar | 18-20 September 2025| Paris | PROGRAMME

Day 1
Chair of the Seminar
Leo Flynn, Principal Legal Adviser, Legal Service, European
Commission
09:00 Registration and Welcome Coffee
09:15 Introduction round

Morning Session: EU State Aid Framework and

Strategic Autonomy (incl. 30-min coffee break)

. Introduction to EU State Aid Rules: Article 107
TFEU; Objectives and principles; Role of the
European Commission in enforcing state aid
rules

. Strategic Autonomy in the Digital Age:
Definition and importance; EU initiatives to
enhance digital sovereignty; Challenges and
opportunities

Leo Flynn, Principal Legal Adviser, Legal Service,
European Commission
12:30 Lunch Break

Afternoon Session: IPCEIs - Concept and Legal

Framework (incl. 30-min coffee break)

* Understanding IPCEls: Definition and purpose;
Criteria for qualification; Legal framework
governing IPCEls

+ Case Studies: Overview of approved IPCEls in
digital technology sectors; Analysis of their impact
on EU strategic autonomy

Dr. Max Lienemeyer LL.M, Head of Unit, DG
Competition/H3, European Commission

17:00 Q&A Session

17:30 End of Day 1

18:30 Walking Tour followed by a Networking Dinner

Day 2

09:00 Morning Session: Semiconductors and the European

Chips Act (incl. 30-min coffee break)

. The European Chips Act: Objectives and key
provisions; Funding mechanisms and
incentives; Role in enhancing EU semiconductor
capabilities

. IPCEI on Microelectronics: Scope and
participating member states; Projects funded
and expected outcomes

Dr. Max Lienemeyer LL.M, Head of Unit, DG
Competition/H3, European Commission
12:30 Lunch Break

14:00 Afternoon Session: Cloud Computing Initiatives (incl.

30-min coffee break)

. IPCEl on Next Generation Cloud Infrastructure
and Services (IPCEI CIS): Objectives and
participating countries; Projects and
technologies involved; Expected impact on EU
cloud computing capabilities

. Challenges and Future Outlook: Addressing
data sovereignty and integration with other
digital initiatives

Dr. Max Lienemeyer LL.M, Head of Unit, DG

Competition/H3, European Commission

17:00 O&A Session

14:30 End of Day 2

Day 3

09:00 Al and EU State Aid

. EU Al Strategy: Objectives and regulatory
approach, funding mechanisms for Al
development

. State Aid Considerations for Al Projects:
Eligibility criteria and examples of funded Al
initiatives

Dr. Eliana Garces, Principal Economist, ALP Economics

11:00 Coffee Break

11:30 Future Directions and Policy Recommendations

. Enhancing Strategic Autonomy: Lessons
learned from current IPCEls and
recommendations for future projects

Leo Flynn, Principal Legal Adviser, Legal Service,
European Commission

13:00 Light Lunch & End of the EStALI Seminar
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REGISTER

Participation fee
Participation fees for participation in Paris:

Reduced fee for public authorities and full-time
academics: € 2.550,- (excl. VAT)

Regular fee: € 2.750,- (excl. VAT)

Discount for European State Aid Law Quarterly
(EStAL) subscribers: € 150,-

VAT will be added if applicable.

Seating limit
The number of participants in Paris is limited.

Newsletter subscription

o Please send me information about European State
aid law issues for free. | may unsubscribe from this
service any time.

Cancellations

Cancellations should be made in writing per post or
fax. Please note that the full fee will be charged for
cancellations received after 4 September 2025.
Nomination of a substitute remains possible. A
cancellation arising by reason of too small a number
of participants is effected no later than two weeks
prior to the seminar. In this case the participation fee
will be refunded. A requirement for reimbursement of
travel and accommodation expenses as well as loss of
working hours is not possible, unless such costs result
from wantonly negligent or deliberate behaviour on
the part of the organiser. For more detailed
information, scope and conduct of contract as well as
cancellation policy, please check the Terms &
Conditions on our website.

Please register with:

Camilla Coltorti
Conference Manager
Glntzelstr. 63 | 10717 Berlin,

Phone: +49 (0)30-81 45 06-17
Fax: +49 (0)30-81 45 06-13
E-mail: coltorti@lexxion.eu
Online: www.lexxion.eu/events

Name

Position, Department

Company Name

Address

Phone, Fax

E-Mail

VAT Reg.-No.

Date, Signature

For more information on our events, please, visit: www.lexxion.eu/en



