DAY 1
•
•
•
•
•

Rural development programmes and need
for State aid clereance
Annex I and non-Annex I products
Agricultural de minimis
Agricultural Block Exemption Regulation
State aid for rural development and forestry

DAY 2
•
•
•
•
Silvia Isabel Crespo Vergara
Head of unit,
Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery
and Food, Spain

•

Aid to make good damage by adverse
weather conditions
Aid for payment of insurance premiums
Assessment of effectiveness of State aid
Application of State aid rules to Financial
Instruments
Member States´ experiences from Hungary,
Germany, Spain, and France

Current Challenges for Responsible
Authorities

Who should participate?
•

Officials form Ministries involved in funding and cofinancing and marketing of agricultural and forestry
projects and products, such as:
• Ministry of Agriculture
• Ministry of Rural Development
• Ministry of Forestry
• Ministry of Regional Development

•

Officials from National State Aid Monitoring Offices

•

Experts working with the European Agricultural Fund
for Rural Development (EAFRD) as well as with other
EU Funds and programmes supporting rural
development

•

Experts providing and supervising of national payments
in the agricultural sector from:
• National Paying Agencies
• Rural Development Funds
• State Funds
• Credit Guarantee Funds

•

Experts from public and private banks providing loans
and guarantees for agricultural and rural development
projects

•

Experts from farmers'
agricultural organizations

State aid rules for agricultural and rural development
measures present the double challenge of implementing the
general principles of competition and State aid law and
having to guarantee coherence with the EU's common
agricultural and rural development policies.
Our experts will give you a comprehensive overview on the
concepts and rules applicable for the agricultural products
and share with you their experiences on how to ensure
compliance of your projects with the State aid law.
A special focus will be laid on the State aid requirements for
the funding from the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development (EAFRD) as well as on the loans, guarantees and
other financial instruments for rural development.

Methodology
The participants will be actively involved in the training.
The sessions will combine presentations, case studies and
discussion on practical problems. You will have ample
opportunities to present your own problematic issues and
discuss them with the speakers and participants from other
Member States.
Just send to us your cases and questions in advance! We will
forward them to our speakers, who will include your issues in
the programme and answer them during the training. All
information concerning such problems and cases will be
treated confidentially.

associations

and

other

Your benefit

Participants will receive extensive materials
 All presentations shown during the training (inclusive
online access to all presentations after the training)
 Confirmations of Participation
 Selection of corresponding journals published by Lexxion

 Acquire specific and deep knowledge on how the
concept of State aid applies to the agricultural and
forestry sectors and rural development measures.
 Learn from the good practices of other Member States
how to make good damage by adverse weather
conditions, how to use aid to pay insurance premium
 Make sure that your projects and funding schemes are
designed in compliance with State aid rules.
 Learn when the EAFRD-financed measures and
financial instruments have to comply with State aid
 Become an insight into the methods of assessment
and handling the State aid cases by the DG Agriculture
and Rural Development.
 Analyse your problems and discuss your questions with
acknowledged experts from the Commission and the
Member States.

09:00

Welcome note by Lexxion and chair;
Introduction of participants

13:00

•

Phedon Nicolaides
Professor at Maastricht University, Visiting
Professor at College of Europe Bruges, and
Lexxion training Academic Director

09:15

•

Demarcation line between Annex I and
non-Annex I products
Processing of agricultural products into
non-agricultural product

Helena Vangby

Concept of State aid and how it applies to
agriculture and Fisheries – An overview

13:30

Lunch Break

Phedon Nicolaides

14:30

State aid for Rural Development and
Forestry

10:30

Coffee Break & Networking

11:00

State aid rules applicable in parallel to EU
co-financing rules:
•
•

•

•
•

Rural development programmes and need
for State aid clearance
The notion of the Art. 42 TFEU and its
practical implications for the application of
State aid rules in the agricultural sector

Gereon Thiele
Case Handler, Head of Unit, DG Agri,
European Commission

12:00

Annex I and non-Annex I products

Gabor Padisak

Case Handler, DG Agri, European
Commission
16:15

Coffee Break & Networking

16:40

Parafiscal Levies or Charges on Agricultural
Products

The Framework of Rules for State Aid in
the agricultural and forestry sector and in
rural areas:
•
•
•

Agricultural de minimis (Regulation No
1308/2013)
Agricultural State aid Guidelines 2014 to
2020
Agricultural Block Exemption Regulation
(ABER)

Helena Vangby
DG Agri, European Commission, Brussels

Public aid in line with Common
Agricultural and Rural Development
Policies
Objective of public aid in rural areas
Forestry: Applicable rules and overview of
recent cases

Phedon Nicolaides

17:30

Q&A and end of Day 1

09:15

Adverse weather conditions and natural
disasters in theory and in practice:
Lessons from Germany on Aid to make good
damage by adverse weather condition

Katharina Neumann
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture,
Germany

10:15

Coffee Break

10:45

Aid for payment of insurance premium:
Case study from Spain

14:30

•
•
•

Silvia Isabel Crespo Vergara
Head of unit, Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery
and Food, Spain
11:30

12:30

Lunch break

13:30

Case study on Forestry Funding (ERDF or
EAFRD?) in Compliance with State Aid Law
Péter Staviczky
State aid Attaché, Permanent
Representation of Hungary to the EU,
Brussels

General overview
Off-the-shelf instruments
Use of de minimis for loans and guarantee

Phedon Nicolaides

Assessment of effectiveness of State Aid
Monika Beck
Head of Rural Development & Environment
Department at ADE, Brussels

Application of SA rules to FI Instruments,
and applicable regulation

15:30

Coffee Break

16:00

Financial Instruments in the area of
EAFRD: Case study France
Discussion on the study “Financial
instruments for rural development 2014–
2020, Occitanie/Pyrénées-Méditerranée,
France”

Michele Alessandrini
Senior Expert and Partner, t33 Sound policy,
Italy

16:45

End of the Training
Distribution of Certificates

*Programme may be subject to change
Just send us your cases and questions in advance!
We will forward them to our speakers, who will include your issues in the programme and answer
them during the workshop. All information concerning your questions and cases will be treated
confidentially. As the number of participants is limited, participants will benefit from a maximum of
exchange and discussion of their individual questions.

Chair
Phedon Nicolaides
Professor at the College of Europe in Bruges and the
Maastricht University, and Academic Director at lexxion
training
Dr. Nicolaides has been educated in the United States, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom and has a PhD in
economics and a PhD in law. He has acted as consultant to
a number of public authorities in various EU Member
States and to international institutions and organisations
such as the European Commission, the European
Investment Fund, the European Economic and Social
Committee, the OECD and the UN. He has published
extensively on competition policy, State aid, and policy
implementation. During the past 15 years, he has carried
out training activities on State aid in most EU Member
States.

Speakers

Michele Alessandrini

Péter Staviczky

Senior expert and partner at t33, Michele has
contributed to a long series of reports and file notes
prepared for the European Committee of the Regions
since 2011. Between 2014 and 2015 Michele worked
for the technical assistance for the European Regional
Development Fund Operational Programme of Marche
Region in Italy. In the last three years Michele
provided technical assistance to the fi-compass
platform of the European Investment Bank (www.ficompass.eu) with the focus on financial instruments
for the European Social Fund and the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. Since 2009
Michele has collaborated also with SOAS University in
London as a distance learning teacher, and he has also
published several articles in international economic
reviews in the fields of international trade, economic
growth and development, Indian economy, and labour
economics. Michele holds Ph.D. in Economics
(University of Rome “Tor Vergata”, Italy)

State Aid Attaché, Permanent Representation of
Hungary to the EU, Brussels, Belgium
Studied law at the Pázmány Péter Catholic University
Faculty of Law (1996-2001) and Comparative Law at the
International Faculty of the University Robert Schuman
Strasbourg (1999-2002). He did a banking-lawyer
postgraduate training (2000-2002) and took part in the
common European specialist course of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the French École National
d’Administration in spring 2002. He has been working at
the State Aid Monitoring Office in Budapest since 2001. In
2007, he was appointed as head of the unit. He is a regular
speaker at the seminars on State aid. Since January 2011
he is the attaché responsible for State aid at the
Permanent Representation of Hungary to the EU in
Brussels.

Senior expert and partner, t33 sound policy, Italy

Gereon Thiele
Head of Unit State Aid, Directorate Legal, Institutional
and Procedural Matters, DG Agri, European
Commission, Brussels

Helena Vangby
Senior Expert, Unit State Aid, Directorate Legal,
Institutional and Procedural Matters, DG AGRI,
European Commission, Brussels

Gábor Padisak
Case Handler, DG AGRI, European Commission,
Brussels

Katharina Neumann
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Germany

Monika Beck
Head of Rural Development
Department at ADE, Brussels

&

Environment

Silvia Isabel Crespo Vergara
Head of unit, Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery and
Food, Spain

Participation fee
□ YES, I would like to participate for the reduced fee for public
authorities
EUR 1240,00 (excl. VAT).
□ YES, I would like to participate for the regular fee of
EUR 1640,00 (excl. VAT).
□ YES, I am European State Aid Law Quarterly - EStAL-subscriber
(100€ discount applicable)
The participation fees include the workshop material, drinks and
snacks during the breaks and lunch.

Please register with:
Enrica Corpace
Lexxion Publisher
Güntzelstr. 63 | 10717 Berlin, Germany
Phone: +49 (0)30-81 45 06-27
Fax: +49 (0)30-81 45 06-22
E-mail: corpace@lexxion.eu
online: www.lexxion.eu/events/
________________________________________________________
Name

Newsletter subscription

________________________________________________________
Position, Department

□ Please send me information about State Aid issues for free. I may
unsubscribe from this service any time.

________________________________________________________
Company Name

Cancellations

________________________________________________________
Address

Cancellations should be made in writing per post or fax. Please note that
the full fee will be charged for cancellations received after 14 January
2019 (included illness or impediment which prevents her or him from
fulfilling her or his duties). Nomination of a substitute remains possible.
A cancellation arising by reason of too small a number of participants is
effected no later than two weeks prior to the seminar. In this case the
participation fee will be refunded. A requirement for reimbursement of
travel and accommodation expenses as well as loss of working hours is
not possible, unless such costs result from wantonly negligent or
deliberate behaviour on the part of the organiser. For more detailed
information, scope and conduct of contract as well as cancellation policy,
please check the Terms & Conditions on our website.

________________________________________________________
Address
________________________________________________________
Phone, Fax
________________________________________________________
E-Mail
________________________________________________________
Customer No. of EStAL-Subscription
________________________________________________________
VAT Reg.-No.
________________________________________________________
Date, Signature

